THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE
is in itself distinctive. This kind of fighting is, however, bound to
become very fierce as it breaks out behind the fronts and lines
of the armies, and the civil population is almost immediately
involved.
#           #           #           #           #
Last year, when we were considering our affairs, the great need
was to multiply fighters and bombers. This became an enormously
important matter. Nevertheless, while considerable portions of the
Army co-operation squadrons were associated with the military
forces, this was not done on the scale or to the extent which was
desirable. I think it is of the utmost consequence that every
division, especially every armoured division, should have a chance
to live its daily life and training in a close and precise relationship
with a particular number of aircraft that it knows and that it can
call up at will and need.
It was not possible last year to fulfil this requirement on a
sufficient scale without trenching on other domains which were more
vital to our safety, but it is the intention to go forward upon that
path immediately and to provide the Army with a large number, a
considerably larger number, of aeroplanes exactly suited to the
work they have to do, and above all to the development of that
wireless connection between the ground forces and the air which the
Germans have carried to such an extraordinary point of perfection.
Any attempt to use this method in Crete must have failed, because
the number of machines suitable for co-operating with the troops
was not large enough to have altered the results.
The Member for Devonport asked me who it was who decided
that the air forces on the aerodromes in Crete were to be with-
drawn. It was decided by the Commander-in-Chief of the Air
Force in the Middle -East, on the recommendation of General
Freyberg, concurred in by the R.A.F. officer commanding on the
spot, Group-Captain Beamish. The numbers were small, and if they
had not been withdrawn, they would have been blown off the
aerodromes without having been able in the slightest degree to affect
the course of events.
Now I come to the Syrian operation. Let me repeat that we
have no territorial designs in Syria or anywhere else in French
territory. We seek no Colonies or advantages of any kind for
ourselves in this war. Let none of our French friends be deceived
by the blatant German and Vichy propaganda, On the contrary,
we shall do all in our power to restore the freedom, independence
and rights of France, I have written, in a letter to General de
Gaulle, of " the rights and the greatness of France " \ we shall do all
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